From Romans 12:

For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so we, through many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.   Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching, he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal, he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 From 1 Corinthians 12:

God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere: but they all originate in God’s Spirit.  God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.  All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people!  The variety is wonderful; Wise counsel, clear understanding, simple trust, healing the sick, miraculous acts, proclamation, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues.  All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one by the one Spirit of God, He decides who gets what, and when.

You can easily see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body.  Your body has many parts – limbs, organs, cells – but no matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body.  It’s exactly the same with Christ.  Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain – his Spirit- where we all come to drink. The old labels we once used to identify ourselves – labels like Jew or Greek, slave or free – are no longer useful.  We need something larger, more comprehensive. 

I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less.  A body isn’t just a single part blown up into something huge. It’s in all the different –but-similar parts arranged and functioning together…. we see that God has carefully placed each part of the body right where he wanted it.

The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: every part dependent on every other part…. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing.  If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance.

You are Christ’s body – that’s who you are!  You must never forget this.  Only as you accept your part of that body does your “part” mean anything.  You’re familiar with some of the parts that God has formed in his church, which is his “body”: apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, helpers, organizers, those who pray in tongues. 

From Ephesians 4:

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope when you were called  -  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it... it was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for the work of service so that the body of Christ may be built up, until we all reach unity in the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
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Gift Lore:

For Reflection about Gifts and Talents

“Whenever we struggle with what we are to do in life we are struggling to uncover our talent or gift.  For many it is a lifetime struggle…. We ask to know the will of God without guessing that his will is written into our very beings.  We perceive that will when we discern our gifts.  This is the message wrapped up in the parable of the talents. Our gifts are on loan.  We are responsible for spending them in the work and will be held accountable”    






 Elizabeth O’Connor
“Serious reflection on almost any aspect of our lives leads into a consideration of gifts…. When we talk of being true to ourselves--- being the persons we are intended to be--- we are talking about gifts.  When we talk about vocation, whether we are artists or engineers, we are talking about gifts. In a discussion about commitment we are on the same subject for the place of our concrete involvement is determined by our gifts.”










Elizabeth O’Connor

“What you are is God’s gift to you. What you make of yourself is your gift to God.”









From a poster

On Being Oneself

“The wise Rabbi Bunam once said in old age, when he had already grown blind: ‘I should not like to change places with our father Abraham!  What good would it do God if Abraham became like blind Bunam and blind Bunam became like Abraham?  Rather than have this happen, I think I shall try to become a little more myself.’”

The same idea was expressed with even greater pungency by Rabbi Zusya  when he said a short while before his death: ‘ In the world to come I shall not be asked “Why were you not Moses?” I shall be asked, “Why were you not Zusya?”

There are large numbers of people for whom the development of individuality is the prime necessity, especially in a cultural epoch like ours, which is literally flattened out by collective norms, and where the newspaper [media] is the real monarch of the earth.”











C. G. Jung

Vocation

It comes from the Latin word vocare, and means the work a person is called to by God.

There are all different kinds of voices calling you to all different kinds of work, and the problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than of Society, say, or the Superego, or Self-Interest.

By and large a good rule for finding out is this.  The kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of work A) that you need most to do and 

B) that the world most needs to have done.  If you really get a kick out of your work, you’ve presumably met requirement “A”, but if your work is writing TV deodorant commercials, the chances are you’ve missed requirement “B”. On the other hand, if your work is being a doctor in a leper colony, you’ve probably met requirement “B”, but if most of the time you’re bored and depressed by it, the chances are that you have not only bypassed “A” but probably aren’t much help your patients either.

Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do.  The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.

From Wishful Thinking, by Frederick Buechner

On Letting be:

We are not sent out into the world in order to make people good. We are not sent out to encourage them to do their duty.  The reason people have resisted the Gospel is that we have gone out to make people good, to help them do their duty, to impose new burdens on them, rather than calling forth the gift which is the essence of the person himself…. They can be what in their deepest hearts they know that they were intended to be, they can do what they were meant to do.  

As Christians, we can be heralds of these good tidings…. We begin by exercising our own gifts.  The person who is having the time of his life doing what he is doing has a way of calling forth the depths of another.  Such a person is Good News. He is not saying the Good News.  He IS the Good News.  He is the embodiment of the freedom of the new humanity.  The person who exercises his own gift in freedom can allow the Holy Spirit to do in others what He wants to do.

From Handbook for Mission Groups, Gordon Cosby, Word Press
